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Dedication to the

United Nations

Portrait of the City of Shibam in
Hadramout, Yemen

This portrait is a gift from the Republic of Yemen to the United Nations and to
the world at large, showcasing the historic city of Shibam, in the Hadramout region of
Yemen, also known by its appropriate nickname, “the Manhattan of the desert”. Indeed,
Shibam is an enduring and enchanting example of Yemen'’s antiquities and cultural
properties still standing today in its magnificent form, and which holds a unique place
in our national identity as well as the depth & diversity of our country’s historicity. The
city of Shibam dates to the 3rd century CE, and is endowed with the oldest skyscrapers
ever built in the world, which were constructed from the year 1532 CE. In 1982, UNESCO
proclaimed the city of Shibam in Hadramout, a World Heritage site, for its distinction
& design. It is an architectural marvel of high-rise buildings all made out of mudbrick,
and one of the best examples of urban planning based on the principle of vertical
construction.

The wooden frame encasing this beautiful picture is itself an exquisite piece
of art. It encapsulates the traditional motifs from Hadramout, and was inspired by
natural elements of flora and fauna found in Yemen. And it reflects the legacy of skillful
craftsmanship emanating from the Yemeni people, and represents the fundamental
principles of cohesion and coexistence in a city that has been continuously inhabited for
over 1,700 years. Shibam remains one of the many stunning vestiges of Yemen's deeply-
rooted history, which has spanned for centuries, and is of lasting significance to human
civilization. And like the physical structures of Shibam, all objects of Yemeni cultural

heritage - including in the form of manuscripts, monuments and other materials - must
be collectively protected and preserved. Beyond the aesthetic architecture of Shibam

is the assorted archeology found in other areas of Yemen that were bequeathed by
different prehistoric civilizations that existed and thrived, the most renowned being the
Sabaean Kingdom that is associated with its legendary ruler, the Queen of Sheba. Indeed,
Yemen'’s cultural heritage is cherished while at the same time challenged. From conflict to
climate change, we must work together to mitigate any harmful impacts, and to ensure
that Yemen'’s valuable and vulnerable cultural property will be safeguarded for future
generations to learn about.

Thank you.

His Excellency Dr. Ahmed Awad Binmubarak

Minister of Foreign & Expatriates Affairs
The Republic of Yemen
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ABOUT
SHIBAM

Shibam, a walled city, was the ancient capital of the Hadramout Kingdom. Shibam
city was listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1982 for its distinctive architecture
and strategic urban planning. It is one of the world’s oldest and most sophisticated cities
to utilize vertical construction. It was dubbed ‘the Manhattan of the desert’ because of
the clusters of mud-brick towers built inside its fortified ring wall.

Perched on a rocky spur and surrounded by a massive wadi flood plain, as well as
its strategic location as an important trade route for spice and incense, the city became
a beacon of wealth in the Southern Arabian plateau and served as proof of humanity’s
adaptability to the most formidable of environments.

The materials used and construction techniques of its buildings serve not only to
showcase Hadrami’s urban architecture but also to express the traditional culture of
its people.

Sources: UNESCO official website: https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/192/
Qaniwi,Yaser.Traditional Motifs of Hadramout. Riyadh, self-pub, 2020.

uc
oL

N4 olul dino 2l i agoinn daloal dojadll donleall piai wnillg .d)jguwall dinall ol
dayallg djroall dijlogall [Amiwain Jrdr ellag ,oldAP ole :nd gawigll nallell ¢ljill gdlgo doild
loadi @}isig gaall odl o danlg dai olub 0l oidll o nailiwll apall hyhAill [®iil elliag
ughll o diitall malpl www «clpnll gilailoy 0wl ol wile GLhT il clidl olaiwd ollell nd
adiall flall @) Jala waithll

igopy wnalg gl dioo o diod tadiio daw lay hing o ahwo wile dijoll odi
wud Jgaullg Wilgill emo wmjlai Gupb uile domo dhno olul ails snaliliiwllg joioll l@adgo Ual tog
dupiudl djad (nle Jula dilior ciilag dugiall dujell dinall wnd d)laill loaoc ffajo dunl Ui wwad ellis
Ll cudl go wraill nle

djloall ole :na ol dlao hda i U dialdill djlooll :nd doariuall dlhall alolall elli )
ol 1hal dagahll diaddill daldif gui elas Ji auwnd dipmall

/192/https://whc.unesco.org/en/list ::nowll :nigiialll gdgall :jalnoll
2020 +AnAW il gl agopnd nd daldill wbyl ol ,:nglid



ABOUT THE
ART WORK

This art piece, created by a local artist, is a tangible art that captures and reflects the
intricate traditional motifs, particularly from Hadramout, South Yemen.

This frame proudly displays the design and motifs—both geometric and organic—
that are inspired by natural elements such as flora and fauna. These motifs not only
demonstrate craftsmanship but also describe fundamental principles of living, tell
stories, and visually explain the Hadrami people’s cultural and religious beliefs.
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THE
JOURNEY
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The following is the journey
of making this art work
from Shibam City, ‘the
Manhattan of the desert’

to the UN Headquarters,
Manhattan.
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PREPARING
THE WOOD

The frame is constructed out of the trunk of a ‘Sedder’ tree. This tree, according
to local craftsmen, produces the best wooden material for woodcrafts. Moreover, this
material is only harvested in the winter since its trunks are shown to be fragile at other
times of the year, making it unsuitable for crafts.
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THE
ARTIST

Atif Al Sa’adi, a local artist from Hadramout, Yemen, has been creating a variety of
woodcrafts in the region. He drew inspiration for all the designs he carved on his wooden
products from the existing traditional motifs that Hadramout is rich of.

Atif, by keeping this tradition through the production of traditional products and by
sharing his knowledge about how the motifs are applied on wooden products, has made
a great contribution to the preservation and the transformation of these traditional
motifs.
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THE
PHOTOGRAPH

The photographer, Alaa Askol, considered and reflected the unique values of
Shibam city when planning the angle for the shot, which are listed below:

1. Tall clusters of mud-brick tower houses;
2. Fortified walled city;

3. The surrounding agricultural landscapes; and
4. Traditional Hadrami urban architecture.
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